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EVPL to Carry Forward Essential Arts Council Programming 
 
Evansville, IN — [October 22, 2025] — The Evansville Vanderburgh 
Public Library (EVPL) will carry forward essential programming 
previously led by the Arts Council of Southwestern Indiana, ensuring 
that the region’s most valued arts experiences remain strong, 
accessible, and sustainable for years to come.  
 
“The EVPL is a natural fit for carrying forward high-quality arts 
programming in our community,” said Anne McKim, Executive 
Director of the Arts Council of Southwestern Indiana. “The library’s 
neighborhood-based system, strong infrastructure, and demonstrated 
excellence in program delivery provide the logistics and sustainability 
necessary to execute, enhance, and expand current arts opportunities. 
Examples of arts and cultural resources and spaces housed in libraries 
are common across the country, and they maximize the value these 
entities provide to taxpayers, donors, and the general public. This 
transition reflects our shared commitment to sustainability and growth 
for the arts in Evansville. EVPL’s resources and community reach make 
it the ideal home for these programs, and I am excited to see them 
expand while continuing to celebrate local artists.”  
 
Essential Arts Council Programming to Continue with EVPL: 

●​ Concerts featuring local musicians (On the Roof summer 
series) 

●​ Gallery Exhibits showcasing local and regional artists 
●​ Artist Services, including professional development and 

networking 
●​ Marketing and Promotion of Arts Opportunities for artists 

and the public 
●​ Regional Arts Advocacy connecting arts to community and 

economic development 

The most effective non-profits grow with intention, and this transition is 
the culmination of conversations around how best to provide strong, 
sustainable arts programming for years to come. “EVPL is honored to 
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carry forward the essential programming of the Arts Council,” said 
Heather Kelsey, COO of EVPL. “These concerts, exhibits, and artist 
services are deeply rooted in our community, and we are committed to 
ensuring they continue to reach new audiences, and remain accessible 
to everyone.” 

As the transition begins, the Arts Council remains dedicated to 
supporting and celebrating community creativity. The Board and staff 
invite the public to join them for two final events at the 
Bower-Suhrheinrich Foundation Gallery, 212 Main Street; the 
ever-popular Spooky Show with an artist reception on Saturday, 
October 25 from 5:00-6:30 p.m., and the Annual Holiday Sale, 
kicking off in mid-November. These celebrations offer one more 
opportunity to experience and support the incredible work of local 
artists. 

Looking ahead to January 2026, EVPL will usher in a new season of 
exhibits, performances, and artist initiatives. Details will be announced 
soon —stay tuned to evpl.org/arts for updates about upcoming 
concerts, gallery shows, and creative opportunities.  

### 

About the Arts Council of Southwestern Indiana 

The Arts Council of Southwestern Indiana is dedicated to fostering 
creativity, supporting artists, and enriching arts and culture 
programming in our community. Through art exhibits, performances, 
youth programming, and advocacy, the Arts Council connects people to 
the arts and provides opportunities for artists at every stage of their 
careers. 

About the Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library  

The Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library has served the community 
for more than a century. With eight locations throughout Vanderburgh 
County, EVPL provides access to knowledge, ideas, and opportunities. 
Recognized for its innovative programming and inclusive spaces, EVPL 
is committed to lifelong learning, cultural enrichment, and building 
connections across the region. 
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